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give results similar to chemical analysis. The water of a
well, when analysed, will show so much of this, so much
of that, and perhaps a minute trace of zinc. The analysis is
entirely objective; it is not the business of the chemist to
say how zinc should be present in the water. The history
of the well will show that some six months before, a
bucket had accidentally been dropped in. A study of
Shakespeare's imagery will show many of his experiences,
but not how and when he came by them.

Occasionally, when the material exists, it is possible to

f trace the actual source of a poetic image. Professor J.
Livingstone Lowes studied Coleridge's KubJa Khan and
The Ancient Manner. He had as external evidence Cole-
ridge's notebooks, which showed what Coleridge had
been reading at the time. Moreover, from Dorothy
Wordsworth's Journals and similar sources Coleridge's
external experiences were recorded. As a result, in The
Road to Xanadu, Professor Lowes was able to trace back
almost every idea and phrase in Kubla Khan and The
Ancient Mariner to its original source, and thereby to

"present a fascinating picture of how the poet's mind
worked. Similarly, by comparing Keats' letters and Ms
poetry, Mr, Middleton Murry was able to show how
ICeafes' mind worked.

Unfortunately there are no notebooks for Shakespeare,
and any deductions must be largely guesswork. One can-
not even tell whether an image is negative or positive.
A man may be full of images of sport either because he is
himself a great sportsman, or because he is feeble-bodied
and envies those of better physique. Sporting journalists
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